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About the Resource Person: 

M. Febin Thomas was born on the 24th of December, 1996 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India. He 

graduated High School in the year 2014 from Dayanand Anglo Vedic Higher Secondary School 

(DAV HSS), Chennai. In High School, he was the Sports Secretary, the captain of the Basketball 

team, the highest run-scorer of the Cricket team and received awards such as Award for Excellence 

and Award for Best Commitment as Appointment. He is currently pursuing his Bachelor of 

Technology (B. Tech.) Degree in Information Technology (IT) at Loyola-ICAM College of 

Engineering and Technology (LICET), Chennai. In College, he was the Cultural Secretary, the 

Student Representative of the Innovation Club and the first ranker of his class for two consecutive 

years. He has developed over 15 software projects out of which 6 are major projects and 9 are 

minor projects. He has developed several Android Applications and has published a couple titled 

‘Febulous’ and ‘FebuWeather’ on Google Play Store and Amazon App Store. He was invited to 

attend Google India’s Google Play App Excellence Summit that was held in Bengaluru in the year 

2017. His IoT based projects ‘Irrigation Controller System using Arduino, Android and Sensors’ 

bagged the Third Prize at the innowah! Innovation Competition organized by Pan-IIT Alumni 

Leadership Series (PALS) held at IIT-M in the year 2017. The project had also appeared in the 

Education Express (Edex) Edition of the New Indian Express Newspaper. He has done 3 

Internships one each at IIT-M for 2 years and 10 months, LICET in collaboration with a French 

client Social Helping for 1 year and Pentamedia Graphics Limited, Chennai for 2 months. He 

presented two research papers titled ‘A Novel Smart Home System based on IoT using Raspberry 

Pi and Android Application’ and ‘Monitoring the Keystroke Activity of a Target Process in Linux’ 

in the National Conference on Computational Intelligence Systems (NCCIS) held at LICET in the 

year 2016. He also presented a paper titled ‘Mathematics in Nature’ in the National Level 

Conference Convergence held at Sri Sai Ram Engineering College (SSREC), Chennai in the year 

2015. His primary interests include Android Application Development, Internet of Things (IoT), 

Data Security and the integration of software into pre-existing hardware components that power 

the world. He has received prizes and accolades in several extra-curricular competitions in School 

and both co-curricular and extra-curricular competitions in College. His essay ‘Life in Today's 

World’ was published in the High School Magazine in the year 2014. Yet another of his essays 

‘New Ideas for Quality Education in India’ was chosen to be sent to the Education Ministry of 

India through his College. During his Secondary School graduation from DAV Boys Senior 



Secondary School (DAV BSSS), he received a Proficiency Award in Moral Instruction. He was a 

Scouts and NCC Candidate in School and was also an NSS Volunteer in College. He has delivered 

a few motivational talks to Students. His hobbies include independent research and observations 

on Philosophy and Psychology, writing and reading articles and essays, Gaming, Basketball, 

Cricket, Football, Mono Acting, Dancing and Singing. He speaks five languages namely 

Malayalam, which is his mother tongue, English, Tamil, Hindi and Sanskrit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Life in Today’s World 

M. Febin Thomas, 12th Grade, DAV Higher Secondary School 

 

In this wide world where money, education and superstitious beliefs are given importance over 

moral and ethical values, it wouldn’t be a surprise if one puts forth a question as to ‘What one must 

do to lead a life that is pleasing to everyone?’ Well, different people with their diverse experiences 

will certainly give us different answers but it is important that we on our own realize that the 

virtues we uphold and the ethics we practice are ultimately what lead us through the right path. 

Indeed it is true that it is what we are that matters in life, not who we are for the latter is highly 

incidental. It has been a common observation that too many people seem to live their lives not for 

themselves but just for the sake of pleasing others. It is saddening to know that humans are quite 

often being used as proxies to none other than their  fellow human beings but one must understand 

that people don’t choose to become proxies, it is just that their circumstances force them to work 

for these unscrupulous hypocrites . Apart from reasons like jealousy, fear and hatred, people work 

as proxies for something they would do anything for or something they think is above everything 

- Money. It is true that humans need money for their daily requirements but we must at some point 

of time or the other understand that – ‘We must earn to live and not live to earn’. Money should 

be something that satisfies our need and not our greed. Will Smith once stated - “Too many people 

spend money they haven’t earned, to buy things they don’t want, to impress people they don’t like.” 

This quote more or less sums up human attitude in today’s world where people are ready to lose 

their identity in order to earn some money in whatever way possible.  

The burning question today is – “Can we make our lives more sublime?” The answer could be a 

‘YES!’ but what must we do so as to proceed in that direction? Well the best way to solve this 

problem is to change our attitudes and further more to change the way this world looks at money 

which is by far an impossible task. It is the poverty of the mind and not materialistic poverty which 

is affecting millions around the world. So if the poor are rich in thoughts then poverty will pale 

into insignificance. 

The real test is with one’s neighbor. Emerson once said – “Every man takes care that his neighbor 

shall not cheat him. But a day comes when he begins to care that he do not cheat his neighbor. 

Then all goes well. He has changed his market-cart into a chariot of the sun.” There are many 

steps we can take so as to progress in our everyday lives. These steps include a disciplined 

approach in our duties, learning to be humble, kind and worldly wise and most importantly to work 

with the notion that God Governs and everything that is in this world comes from our Great God. 

“My concern is not whether God is on our side, my greatest concern is to be on God’s side for 

God is always right” said Abraham Lincoln who failed in business twice, had a nervous 

breakdown and was defeated in eight elections yet without getting discouraged  rose up to become 

the sixteenth president of The United States of America. A Man always has a choice between 

riches and being righteous and in order to make a decision he or she must know what they really 

mean. In simple terms riches is what we wish to attain while righteousness is what God wants us 



to attain. Man must live with the idea that he is not the greatest in this world but must at the same 

time understand that he is an integral part of this great world God created. 

In the end it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years. So let us, in the midst 

of all our sufferings and hardships work hard, put our best foot forward  and always remember to 

Pray to God that his will may be done in our lives because God’s plans has always been good and 

perfect for man. 

 

New Ideas for Quality Education in India 

M. Febin Thomas, I Year Information Technology (IT), LICET 

 

“If your plan is for one year plant rice. If your plan is for ten years plant trees. If your plan is for 

one hundred years educate children.” – Confucius. 

Imagine a building that is not standing on good soil; well that’s how many people describe our 

current education system which trains or attempts to train students towards a better social and 

moral life. Education, without any doubt, is one of the most important parts of any human being’s 

life and when such an integral part of life is not in good shape, it is senseless to expect prosperity 

and development of people in a society or a country as a whole. “Education is not preparation for 

life, education is life itself” and in order to live such a life in the best way possible, our country 

needs to take steps towards changing or improvising on minor issues that could prove to cause a 

major improvement in the quality of education that we provide to our young minds. In India, 

education is considered as a way of climbing up the economic ladder, so just imagine a situation 

when that ladder is leading us to the wrong destination. It is rather unfortunate to even think of the 

fact that our education system stresses upon ‘rote learning’ – a term which describes how quantity 

is given more importance over quality. To describe our nation best, we have, rather unfortunately, 

become a nation of book worms or to be more precise a nation which has more number of 

theoretical students than practical ones. A good education system is certainly a must to create such 

analytical and practical minds out of aspiring and young students and a huge country like India 

certainly needs it for its rapid progress and development. 

To put things in a more precise and straightforward manner, our education system lags behind in 

one very important aspect and that is the fact that every single individual in this world is unique 

and there needs to be a unique way of training every individual in his or her respective field. It 

would be hilarious, if we start asking people who are interested in playing cricket to forget about 

it and start playing football because that is what a major part of the world is playing. In a similar 

scenario, it is unfortunate that our society encourages more and more students to follow a crowd 

of doctors and engineers just because people call them as professionals. Every single person in this 

country will agree that anyone who does his or her job in a more professional manner can be called 

a professional even if he or she doesn’t hold a professional degree. It would be unfair if we restrict 

ourselves to blaming the society alone for this current situation that our country is facing of having 



many engineers who lack the basic requirements that companies seek in order to recruit them. It is 

quite evident from many surveys conducted in the country that our education system fails to give 

students not only a mind that can process logical ideas but also the basic lessons every human has 

to get when it comes to leading a systematic life. 

One very important aspect of learning or the education system as a whole is the fact that students 

should not be forced into such a situation where they fear loss and thereby try ways and means to 

cheat in order to succeed. As Abraham Lincoln in his letter to his son’s teacher said – “Teach him 

to learn to lose and also to enjoy winning; It is far more honorable to fail than to cheat”, it is high 

time we ask our students to work hard with full commitment and not to fear failure as the saying 

goes – “Failure is only a stepping stone to success”. An extract from Lincoln’s letter to his son’s 

teacher will help us understand how Lincoln, who did not have a good education, has known how 

important a few other aspects in life are when compared to what students learn from the education 

they get. He said – “Have faith in your own ideas even if everyone tells you they are wrong and 

have the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone is getting on the bandwagon.” We often 

stress on the fact that students are the future of every nation but we often fail to realize that they 

lack the basic needs that are required to build a strong future. 

Every Indian living in this country will agree that our country needs good leaders with fresh, 

courageous and enthusiastic minds to lead it from the front. Our system needs to encourage 

students to take efforts to come forward and give it their try because each of us born in this world 

are certainly born to make a change. A very important aspect of development of a nation as a whole 

is developing it in different perspectives. A country having a lot of engineers sitting in front of 

computers and working for foreign companies will have absolutely no chance of becoming a 

developed nation. Our education system needs to stress upon the quality of work that each student 

is working on rather than on the quantity. Our education system must have ways and means of 

filtering students into different fields and helping them to nurture their talents in their respective 

fields. It is rather unfortunate that our system has found the easier route by creating many 

engineering colleges for students to develop their skills in the same field that every other student 

in every other part of the world is developing on. For example, if there are ten different jobs and 

if a few individuals are assigned the task of completing it, keeping in mind that those individuals 

will be interested in a very few of those ten jobs, then it is senseless to expect quality of work every 

single time they are approached to do those ten jobs. Instead if ten individuals who are skilled in 

their respective fields can work towards completing those ten different jobs then it is obvious that 

the quality of work will be enhanced every time they are asked to do that job. By adhering to this 

very important point, we not only improve the quality of work but also increase the rate of 

employment by sharing jobs with the thousands who are unemployed in this country. It is a fact 

that our education system trains our students really well in their respective streams but it is often 

observed that they lack the key ingredients like communication skills that every graduate needs to 

have when he / she wishes to work in top niche companies. 

Our education system stresses upon giving a basic knowledge of important subjects like 

Mathematics and Science to all students which is really good but only as a starter. But what are 

we doing to make such students to know that they have many options in front of them before they 



choose one and succeed in completing the task? Our country needs to help students to improve on 

their qualitative skills like public speaking, debating, group discussions, and entrepreneurship, 

giving innovative ideas for the development of every aspect of life and also on skills which will 

help students to overcome tough situations with good solutions to complex problems. Today, only 

are a few well trained students getting these esteemed opportunities to shine in their field so such 

qualitative skills must become mandatory and an exam to test such skills wouldn’t be a bad idea. 

It is also very unfortunate that only a few esteemed institutions in our country stresses upon this 

very important of developing qualitative skills. Institutions like IITs and AIIMS are regarded as 

the best institutions in the country but what difference does it make when very few students are 

given this privilege of studying in such institutions? In foreign countries, esteemed institutions are 

present all over the nation in individual districts thereby enabling students to get a good 

opportunity to explore themselves in a world of advanced technologies and innovations. 

Our country, without any doubt, will become a great nation only when people start thinking of 

simple and practical solutions to complex problems and unless our education system helps us in 

thinking more logically than theoretically, we will be starved of people who can make a change. 

In our country, reservations are based on the caste of individuals but what good is it going to make 

when we find that the people who still belong to the lower caste are getting the privilege of studying 

in esteemed institutions despite having a better parental bank balance and also a good external 

financial support provided by the government. It is indeed a fact that many others who belong to 

the same lower caste are suffering due to the lack of funds and a poor knowledge about the current 

scenario, so what can we do to settle this dispute? A very good solution is that reservations can be 

made based on the annual income of every student’s parents and not based on their caste. This will 

certainly ensure that students, despite coming from a higher caste but having a poor financial aid, 

will benefit from the government’s support. 

A very important aspect of education is building of good characters of individuals. As Gandhiji, 

the father of our nation, said –“Knowledge without character is a deadly sin”; it is character that 

defines our destiny and having the whole world in one’s hands and forgetting to improve his/ her 

character is like allowing the world to be controlled by evil spirits. Our education system must 

emphasize on ‘character education’ which is essential not only to create a developed nation having 

good individuals residing in it but also to ensure that only the good in character take up posts of 

high responsibility to ensure that a large section of the population are benefitted. As Nelson 

Mandela once said- “Education is a powerful tool which you can use to change the world”; it is 

very important that our students are taught as to how we can use this very powerful tool to touch 

minds and inspire billions to take the path that leads us to a world free of corruption, injustice, 

poverty, wickedness, jealousy and hatred. The children of today’s world ought to be taught about 

the things they have to know before they enter into a world that has many vile human beings 

residing in it. These things may include helping students to know more about aspects of finance 

like learning to open up Public Provident Fund (PPF) in bank accounts in order to have savings, 

learning more about the political scenario, to take decisions on whom to elect and on what basis 

people stand for elections. A student who graduates from college and does not have basic 

knowledge as to how he/she must lead his/her life is similar to planting good saplings and chopping 

it of midway for no reason. Schools and colleges must ensure that students gain more knowledge 



about issues that seem more important in life than the subjects that are taught in school. A student 

with more knowledge about the world but less knowledge about the subjects that are taught in 

school is far better than another student who has it both, the other way around. 

To gain knowledge is one thing but learning as to how and when we must use this knowledge of 

ours is very important and students must be taught this essential lesson because the future lies in 

their hands. Having said all this, it is senseless for us all to keep talking on ways to improve the 

system without even trying to take a step towards it. Hence let us all join our hands together in this 

move to improve on one of the most fundamental aspects of life – ‘Education’. 

 

Abraham Lincoln’s Letter to his Son’s Teacher 

M. Febin Thomas, 12th Grade, DAV Higher Secondary School 

 

My son will have to learn I know that all men are not just, all men are not true.  

But teach him also that for every scoundrel there is a hero; that for every selfish politician, there 

is a dedicated leader.  

Teach him that for every enemy there is a friend.  

It will take time, I know; but teach him, if you can, that a dollar earned is far more valuable than 

five found.  

Teach him to learn to lose and also to enjoy winning.  

Steer him away from envy, if you can.  

Teach him the secret of quite laughter.  

Let him learn early that the bullies are the easiest to tick.  

Teach him, if you can, the wonder of books, but also give him quiet time to ponder over the eternal 

mystery of birds in the sky, bees in the sun, and flowers on a green hill –side.  

In school teach him it is far more honorable to fail than to cheat.  

Teach him to have faith in his own ideas, even if everyone tells him they are wrong.  

Teach him to be gentle with gentle people and tough with the tough.  

Try to give my son the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone is getting on the 

bandwagon.  

Teach him to listen to all men but teach him also to filter all he hears on a screen of truth and take 

only the good that comes through.  

Teach him, if you can how to laugh when he is sad.  



Teach him there is no shame in tears.  

Teach him to scoff at cynics and to beware of too much sweetness.  

Teach him to sell his brawn and brain to the highest bidders; but never to put a price tag on his 

heart and soul.  

Teach him to close his ears to a howling mob… and to stand and fight if he thinks he’s right. 

 Treat him gently; but do not cuddle him because only the test of fire makes fine steel.  

Let him have the courage to be impatient, let him have the patience to be brave.  

Teach him always to have sublime faith in himself because then he will always have sublime faith 

in mankind.  

This is a big order; but see what you can do. He is such a fine little fellow, my son. 

 

My Quotes, Thoughts and Wordings 

M. Febin Thomas 

 

If you say ‘I believe in God’, then it means you are at the novice stages of faith. If you hear God 

telling you ‘I believe in you’, then you are at the pinnacle of the same. 

Very often selfishness is not only about being self-centric but also about being group-centric. 

After a point, the challenge for us is not only to be good; it is to be good when the whole world 

around us is wicked and corrupt. 

I don’t have long term goals. My long term goals are often a summation of the short term goals 

that I achieve. 

The world will never love you, it will either hate you or use you. 

My enemies think that strength is their ability to garner support from a lot of people when they 

fight me. According to me, strength is my ability to fight my enemy even if the whole world stands 

by them. 

Very often these wicked people hate you for an ulterior reason, which is often jealousy, and search 

for other reasons, which is often your weakness, to portray to the world that you are bad. This is 

because if they tell the world that they hate you because of jealousy then the world would turn 

against them and not you. 

The world can understand a good mind, a wicked mind and any other mind that you could possibly 

think of. Always remember, the world will never understand a beautiful mind. 

The world is not the same as it was; good people, they are gone now. 



Today, the world is not majorly suffering out of poverty rather it is suffering out of something that 

man has always been hiding about, injustice. 

It is not uncommon that we very often find common people do uncommon things just as if it is 

something very common in this uncommon world. 

I think that the good people will know more about evil than the wicked because the good people 

often find ways and means to avoid doing these evil deeds. 

Behind every successful man, there has always been one or many unsuccessful enemies who have 

had failed attempts in stopping the former from succeeding. 

People often ask the good to stop hurling curses at the wicked instead of stopping the latter from 

carrying out their despicable actions. 

I attribute my success to a great God because he guided me en-route to it. Further, I blame myself 

for my failures because it lacked his guidance. 

I have heard that once people start loving their job, they enjoy doing it. Does that imply that people 

who do evil love and enjoy doing it? 

It is easier to do evil in this world. Maybe that is why many people resort to doing it. 

If our achievements or successes have to be permanent, we must do our duties the way God wants 

us to do it. 

One should earn to live and not live to earn. 

The good people are often cornered in the society because they reveal a lot of truth that exposes 

the wicked. So, just in case you are a victim, fret not because God governs. 

I am not the greatest in the world but still am part of this great world that God has created. 

The one who is destined to do evil will do it no matter what. Just for that reason let him not think 

that he is unstoppable. 

It is a known fact that many people live their lives preventing other from living theirs. 

To be liked by a certain number of people, you have to be hated by about ‘n’ times the same. Here 

‘n’ depends on how good you are and is directly proportional in magnitude. 

It is very often the case that your friend turns out to be your enemy’s favorite accomplice. 

The revaluation procedure in many Institution in India is a clear indication that money can get 

things done for you. 

If there is one thing that you must learn from your enemies, it is to stand united even when they 

are on the other side of Success. 

Perhaps Jesus Christ meant behold I send you as sheep among ‘pigs’ and not ‘wolves’ because the 

wicked men’s actions are more nasty than vile. 



A majority of Christians have for long used their religion to mask the effects of their deceitful 

actions against beleaguered people by exhausting the virtuous name that many good Christians 

have built over the years. 

The marks that you get, the money that you earn, they are only parameters with which people 

estimate or rate their fellow ones. These are things which you will opine as being pointless towards 

the latter half of your life.  

The one test you need to pass in life is that of life itself and believe me, very often the people who 

earn a lot of money, or anything like that for that matter, start assuming that they have done 

everything and fail in this test of life. 


